
Sample Trauma Activation Criteria #1 

Michigan Trauma Coalition Trauma Activation Criteria Disclaimer Statement 

The Michigan Trauma Coalition (MTC) is a non-profit, membership organization comprised of trauma 

centers, health care professionals and organizations dedicated to reducing traumatic injuries while developing better 

care and treatment for trauma patients in Michigan.  The trauma activation criteria presented on MTC's website are for 

informational purposes only and are not meant as advice of any kind.  Please consult your legal counsel before 

implementing any trauma activation criteria or guidelines.   The trauma activation criteria presented on MTC's website 

are examples only and are not intended to replace clinical judgment.   

MTC makes no representations or warranty, express or implied, about the trauma activation criteria or any 

other items used either directly or indirectly from MTC’s website, and reserves the right to makes changes and 

corrections at any time, without notice.  MTC accepts no liability for any inaccuracies or omission in the trauma 

activation criteria or in MTC’s website. Any decisions you make based on information contained in the guidelines or 

MTC’s website are solely your responsibility.  MTC accepts no liability for any direct, indirect, special, consequential 

or other losses or damages of whatsoever kind arising out of access to, or the use of the trauma activation criteria or 

MTC’s website.   MTC does not assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, clinical 

efficacy, and effectiveness of the trauma activation criteria hosted on MTC’s website.  The hosting of these activation 

criteria should not be considered an endorsement of its content, product, or apparatus or refutation of any alternate 

management strategy.   

By using MTC's website, you agree that the exclusions and limitations of liability are reasonable.  If you do 

not agree, you must not use the MTC website, including the activation criteria.  No materials, including the activation 

criteria from the MTC website, may be reproduced, republished, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any way.  The 

use of any such material for any other reason, on any other website, or the modification, distribution, or republication 

of this material without prior written permission of MTC, is strictly prohibited.   

 

 

Internal Trauma Activation Criteria 
 

Level 1 Trauma Activation 
Level 1 Trauma Activations are called for patients with a traumatic mechanism of 

injury, who meet the following ACS criteria: 

 Intubated or assisted ventilation in the field 

 Inhalation injury with hypoxia 

 Traumatic shock – BP systolic < 90 adult or adolescent, < 80 in child 

 Altered neurologic status/coma, GCS < 10 

 Paraplegia, quadriplegia, or signs of spinal cord injury 

 Penetrating injury to head, neck, torso, or proximal extremity (above knee or elbow) 

 Burns > 30% BSA 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 degree 

 Transfer patients from other hospitals receiving blood products to maintain vital signs 

 Code Triage (formerly Code Green) 

 Emergency Physician discretion 

 

 



Level 2 Trauma Activation 
Level 2 Trauma Activations are for patients with significant mechanisms of injury, 

such as: 

MVC > 35 mph or with extensive damage to vehicle 

Rollover MVC 

Ejection from vehicle 

Pedestrian or bicyclist versus motor vehicle 

Motorcycle, ATV or snowmobile accident > 20 mph 

Fall > 15 feet 

 

Level 2 Trauma Activations should also be paged for patients with the following: 

 Loss of consciousness, with continued confusion, repetitive questioning, or altered LOC 

 Multiple long bone fractures 

 Open fracture 

 Pelvic fracture or instability 

 Ischemic extremity 

 Knee dislocation 

 Subcutaneous air on chest or neck 

 Decreased breath sounds 

 Patient > 19 weeks pregnant 

 Burns > 10% BSA 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 degree 

 ED Physician Discretion 

 

Level 3 Trauma (Consult) – Do not page to trauma pagers 
Low speed MVC (< 35 mph) with minimal vehicle damage 

Fall  14 feet 

Pedestrian/bicyclist vs. motor vehicle  10 mph 

Motorcyclist, ATV, Snowmobile < 20 mph 

 

 


