
Michigan Trauma Coalition Trauma Activation Criteria Disclaimer Statement 

The Michigan Trauma Coalition (MTC) is a non-profit, membership organization comprised of trauma 

centers, health care professionals and organizations dedicated to reducing traumatic injuries while developing better 

care and treatment for trauma patients in Michigan.  The trauma activation criteria presented on MTC's website are 

for informational purposes only and are not meant as advice of any kind.  Please consult your legal counsel before 

implementing any trauma activation criteria or guidelines.   The trauma activation criteria presented on MTC's 

website are examples only and are not intended to replace clinical judgment.   

MTC makes no representations or warranty, express or implied, about the trauma activation criteria or any 

other items used either directly or indirectly from MTC’s website, and reserves the right to makes changes and 

corrections at any time, without notice.  MTC accepts no liability for any inaccuracies or omission in the trauma 

activation criteria or in MTC’s website. Any decisions you make based on information contained in the guidelines or 

MTC’s website are solely your responsibility.  MTC accepts no liability for any direct, indirect, special, 

consequential or other losses or damages of whatsoever kind arising out of access to, or the use of the trauma 

activation criteria or MTC’s website.   MTC does not assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness, clinical efficacy, and effectiveness of the trauma activation criteria hosted on MTC’s website.  The 

hosting of these activation criteria should not be considered an endorsement of its content, product, or apparatus or 

refutation of any alternate management strategy.   

By using MTC's website, you agree that the exclusions and limitations of liability are reasonable.  If you do 

not agree, you must not use the MTC website, including the activation criteria.  No materials, including the 

activation criteria from the MTC website, may be reproduced, republished, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any 

way.  The use of any such material for any other reason, on any other website, or the modification, distribution, or 

republication of this material without prior written permission of MTC, is strictly prohibited.   

 

Sample Pediatric Trauma Activation Criteria # 3 
 

1. Trauma Code criteria: 
a.        Trauma patients transported as priority 1 from the scene by EMS (this does not 
include priority one calls for transfer patients) 
b.       Motor vehicle crashes (MVC) at speeds ≥ 45mph 
c.        Rollover MVC 
d.       Penetrating wound to an extremity 
e.        Falls from 10-20 feet 
f.         Trauma and Emergency Physicians’ discretion for patients that present to CHM with 
traumatic injuries.   
g.       Transfer patients that have not been stabilized at previous hospital or that deteriorate 
during transport.  
  



2. Trauma Code Plus criteria: 
a.        Respiratory compromise or obstruction as evidenced by required assisted ventilation 
b.       Glasgow Coma Scale score < 9, or deteriorating by 2, with mechanism related to 
trauma  
c.        Penetrating wound to the head, neck, chest, back, or abdomen 
d.       Age specific hypotension (≤ 1yo = SBP < 60; 2-9yo = SBP < 70; ≥10yo = SBP <90) 
e.        Falls from ≥ 20 feet 
f.         Patients with significant blood loss or who are receiving blood en route from an 
outside institution to remain stable 
g.       Trauma and Emergency Physicians’ discretion  
  

  

  

 


